
 Family 
 Bulldog Bulletin 

 October     2,     2023 

 Dear     Mortensen     Parents, 

 Happy  October  to  All!  This  is  the  month  for  our  fall  parent/teacher  conferences  at 

 Mortensen.  I  have  always  held  the  belief  that  there  is  nothing  more  powerful  in 

 ensuring  success  for  a  child  than  having  the  parents,  teacher,  and  child  all  on  the 

 same  team.  An  analogy  to  this  concept  is  the  three  legged  stool.  If  you  do  not  have 

 one  of  the  legs,  the  stool  will  not  stand.  Thus,  the  child  will  feel  so  much  more 

 steady     and     confident     when     the     parent     and     school     are     standing     with     him/her. 



 Here  are  some  very  important  reasons  that  parent-teacher  conferences  are 

 important.      Adapted     from     The     International     Preschools     (New     York     City)     Blog: 

 ●  Social/Emotional  Skills:  At  the  conference  you  will  learn  about  your  child’s 

 ability  to  interact  with  his/her  peers  and  teachers.  This  is  a  skill  that  spills 

 over  into  all  aspects  of  learning  and  growth.  Children  learn  how  to  ask  for 

 (and  obtain)  what  they  need  or  want,  initiate  play,  and  navigate  through  daily 

 routines.  Self-confidence,  taking  on  different  roles  in  play,  and  regulating 

 emotions  when  frustrated  are  also  part  of  this  skill  area.  You  might  learn 

 whether  your  child  has  a  friend  that  he/she  gravitates  towards.  Teachers  can 

 give  you  suggestions  as  to  who  might  be  a  good  play  date  choice  for  your 

 child  as  well.  Play  dates  are  a  wonderful  way  for  children  to  build  friendships 

 with  their  peers;  it  creates  a  “bridge”  between  school  and  home,  and  likely 

 will     lead     to     interactions     within     the     classroom. 

 ●  Cognitive  Skills:  Your  child’s  teachers,  particularly  in  the  primary  grades  will 

 speak  about  his/her  emergent  literacy,  writing,  and  math  skills  (i.e.  an  interest 

 in  sorting  items,  ability  to  write  his/her  name,  counting  with  correspondence). 

 A  child’s  skills  are  measured  in  two  ways:  (1)  against  standard  milestones  and 

 (2)  in  relation  to  his/her  abilities  from  when  he/she  first  entered  the 

 classroom.  Teachers  (and  parents)  want  to  see  growth  from  point  A  to  point 

 B;  if  a  child  enters  the  classroom  in  September  and  does  not  recognize  his/her 

 name     in     print,     but     is     able     to     in     November,     that     is     something     to     be     proud     of! 

 ●  Language  Development:  A  child’s  ability  to  follow  directions,  listen  to  and 

 retell  stories  read  aloud,  remember  past  events,  and  make  connections 

 between     school     and     home     are     all     part     of     your     child’s     language     development. 

 ●  Group  Activity  Interactions:  You  might  hear  about  your  child’s  interest  level 

 with  regard  to  small  and  large  group  activities.  Does  your  child  enjoy  whole 

 group  story  time,  or  does  he/she  prefer  working  one-on-one  or  in  a  small 

 group  at  Table  Time?  Attention  span  and  ability  to  work  independently  are 

 also     observed     and     relayed     during     conferences. 

 ●  Areas  of  Strength/Interest:  Is  your  child  a  master  at  puzzles?  Does  he/she 

 have  an  innate  ability  to  cheer  up  their  friends  when  they  are  upset?  You  will 

 learn  all  about  your  child’s  strengths  and  interests  at  this  time  as  well. 



 Teachers  can  suggest  ways  to  build  upon  these  interests  and  strengths  outside 

 of  school  (i.e.  a  child  who  shows  an  interest  in  science  might  enjoy  attending 

 an     after     school     science     program). 

 ●  Goals:  This  may  be  the  most  important  point  of  all  to  be  learned  at  your 

 conference.  Working  together,  parents  and  teachers  create  a  set  of  goals  for 

 your  child  to  strive  to  achieve  throughout  the  year.  It  might  be  to  increase 

 his/her  gross  motor  skills,  or  to  offer  information  more  frequently  at  circle 

 time.  Goals  are  individualized  to  the  needs  of  each  child;  the  attainments  of 

 those     goals     are     assessed     throughout     the     school     year. 

 Parents:  Don’t  be  afraid  to  take  notes,  ask  questions,  and  if  need  be,  follow-up 

 for  a  future  meeting  or  check-in  via  email  or  telephone  call.  Parents  know  their 

 children  best;  your  input,  concerns,  and  interest  in  your  child’s  school  experience  is 

 valued     and     appreciated     by     his/her     teachers. 

 With  parents’  support  over  the  past  8  weeks  at  Mortensen  we  have  established  the 

 three  legged  stool  that  will  serve  our  children  well  during  the  course  of  this 

 year. 

 Thank  you  so  much,  parents,  for  your  continued  support  and  participation  with  us 

 this     year! 

 Sincerely, 

 Karla     B.     Hankins 

 Principal 

 303-982-0022 

 khankins@jeffco.k12.co.us 



 Birthdays  Celebrated  Last  Week  : 

 Abel     Tafolla,     Riley     Smith,     Elizabeth     Rauch,     and     Mrs.     Deich! 

 **  NEWS     FROM     PTO     and     PIE  ** 

 Our     next     PTO     meeting     is     this     Wednesday,     October     4th     at     6:30     pm     in     the 
 LMC.     Please     join     us! 

 Bulldog     Bulletin     for     this     Week 

 Monday,     Oct.     2  5:00-7:30     pm  Fall     Fest     at     Chatfield     Senior     High     (see     flyer     below     for 
 more     info!) 

 2:35-3:30  Student     Council 

 Tuesday,     Oct.     3  2:35-3:15  Oral     Interpretation     Practice 

 2:35-3:30  Sports     Club 

 Wednesday,     Oct.     4  Walk,     Bike     or     Roll     to     School 

 6:30-7:30     pm  PTO     Meeting 

 Thursday,     Oct.     5  2:35-3:20  Choir 

 2:40-3:40  Young     Librarians 

 3:30-5:00  Children’s     Theater 



 Coming     Up 

 Oct     10  Oral     Interpretation     Practice 
 Oct     11  PIE     Meeting     (5:30     -     7:00     pm) 
 Oct     12     -     18  Scholastic     Book     Fair 
 Oct     12  Young     Librarians     Club     (2:40-3:40     pm) 
 Oct     13  Donuts     for     All     (7:00-7:40     am) 
 Oct     17     -     18  Fall     Conferences 
 Oct     19  No     School     -     Teacher     Work     Day 
 Oct     20  No     School     -     Fall     Break 
 Oct     23  Butter     Braid     Sales     Begin 
 Oct     24  Picture     Retakes 
 Oct     28  Behind     the     Scenes     Tap     House     Spirit     Night 
 Oct     31  Halloween     Parties     and     Parade 

 Keep     scrolling     for     more     information     including… 

 ●  The     Young     Librarians     Club 

 ●  Martial     Arts     Fundraiser 

 ●  Fall     Fest     at     Chatfield     Senior     High 

 ●  Homecoming     Spirit     Week 

 ●  Donuts     for     All 

 ●  Behind     The     Scenes     Tap     House     Spirit     Night 

 ●  Guidance     on     when     “how     sick     is     too     sick” 



 THE     YOUNG     LIBRARIANS     CLUB 
 2023-2024 

 Our     1st     meeting     will     be     Thursday,     October     5th     from     2:40pm     -     3:40pm     in     the     Library 

 This     club     will     meet     twice     a     month     on     Thursdays     from     2:40pm     -     3:40pm.      This     club 
 will     learn     the     behind     the     scenes     tasks     of     the     library     to     keep     things     going.      As 

 well,     the     group     will     serve     as     a     leadership     team     to     make     suggestions     for     library 
 improvement     and     potential     new     programs.      The     team     will     develop     their     own 
 reading,     writing     and     presentation     skills     as     they     work     to     promote     library     events 

 and     literacy     for     all! 

 Parents,     we     are     so     happy     to     be     working     with     this     exceptional     group     this     year. 
 Please     email     us     with     any     questions     you     may     have     regarding     Young     Librarians. 
 Also,     let     us     know     if     you     are     interested     in     helping     with     events     and     activities! 

 Meeting     Dates:* 

 October     5th     and     12th 
 November     2     and     16 

 December     7th 
 January     11th     and     25th 
 February     1st     and     22nd 
 March     7th     and     28th 
 April     4th     and     18th 

 May     2nd 

 *     We     understand     there     might     be     a     conflict     with     some     dates     for     Choir 
 practice     and     we     understand. 

 Club     Sponsors: 
 Melissa     Adams  melissa.adams@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 Michele     Mueller  michele.mueller@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 Jill     Warwick  jill.warwick@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 Kris     Bartuska  kris.bartuska@jeffco.k12.co.us 
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